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made to understand that the Democrats wanted to
put them back into slavery, but sometimes the
leaders deemed it wiser to state more concretely
that "Jeff Davis had come to Montgomery and is
ready to organize the Confederacy again" if the
Democrats should win; or to say that "if Carter is
elected, he will not allow your wives and daughters
to wear hoopskirts." In Alabama many thousand
pounds of bacon and hams were sent in to be dis-
tributed among "flood sufferers" in a region which
had not been flooded since the days of Noah. The
negroes were told that they must vote right and
receive enough bacon for a year, or "lose their
rights " if they voted wrongly. Ballot-box stuffing
developed into an art, and each negro was carefully
inspected to see that he had the right kind of ticket
before he was marched to the polls.

The inspection and counting of election returns
were in the hands of the county and state boards,
which were controlled by the governor, and which
had authority to throw out or count in any number
of votes. On the assumption that the radicals
were entitled to all negro votes, the returning
boards followed the census figures for the black
population in order to arrive at the minimum
radical vote. The action of the returning boards